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TOs Secreta) 
NO: CANTEL 1069, September 4, Noon 


Commander 7th Task Pleet on August 31 sent Pollowing 
telegram through Embassy to Assistant Naval Attache 
Canton now resident Hong Kong. . 


"Pass to Long ASTALUSNA Canton. 


Information received that General Wang circulated story 
since his conference with Commander Badger that only 
Leug trusted liaison matters President Li. This story 
diacrediting Dowd. Possible background; Wang interpreting 
Statement Badger erroneously or for some other purpose. 
Probable background follows: Wang said President Li de- 
sired officer Badger's staff ori both President Li and 
General Pai Chung-hsi staff. Badger replied that Long 
was in area and fully competent and trusted handle any 
communications from President Li. Secondly, existing 
arrangements between Badger, proving Dowd very satis- 
Yactory and full faith in Dowd. Desire you clarify with 
General Wang, Pai, President Li and label untrue any 
intention discredit Dowd with Li. Also explain have 

full confidence Long and Dewd to deal with General Pai 
and President Li and desire to keep these channels open. 
Show and discuss this report with Dowd and take immediate 
action, Story reportedly given out by Wang." 
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Dowd is external survey detachment (ESD) operative with 
headquarters Hong Kong commuting frequently to Canton. 


Embassy considers direct contact of Dowd or ASTALUSNA 

with President Ll or other Chungking members of govern~ 

ment as irregular and unjustified. We feel Embassy 

should be channel for all communication these officials. Wi 

Custom of direct contact between US military organs and Rei 

Chinese Goyernment political officials or their repre~ 

sentatives 1s believed even dangerous, the more so wh&, te 
tool 
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‘SECRET 
-2- #CANTEL 1069, September 4, Noon, from Cariton 
as im past, Embassy not informed of contents. 


Toa have ESD operating on Chinese soil without respon- 
giblility to or reporting to Embassy is at least unusual. 
That ESD can now accomplish by continued existence le-~ 
Bitimate aims over: and above what regular attaches are 
Gapable of, seems questionable. The organ is an expen~ 
sive one, and is actually a danger to Americans remain- 
ing in Chine. We advocate that it. be abolished. 


Recent reduction of US Naval Forces West Pacifie to 
status of 7th Task Fleet under CINCPAC rather than JCS, 
and change of command from Badger to Berkey on August 28 
seem to offer opportunity for clarification of functions 
and channels. Understand Berkey calling Hong Kong 
September 9. If Department in agreement with foregoing 
and will so advise Embassy prier to that date, matter 
will be discussed then. 
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